
  

Internatonal Conference

Transport Amphorae in the Hellenistc and Roman Periods: Materials, 
Technologies and Connected Data

16–18 March 2027
Université Bordeaux Montaigne – Archéopôle, Bordeaux, France

Call for Papers

The internatonal conference  Transport Amphorae in the Hellenistc and Roman Periods: 
Materials, Technologies and Connected Data will take place in Bordeaux from 16 to 18 March 
2027.

The conference marks the conclusion of the MATEGEE programme (2023–2027), funded by 
the  French  Natonal  Research  Agency  (ANR-23-CE27-0014),  which  investgates  amphora-
producton strategies in the Aegean during the Hellenistc and Roman periods.

Through an interdisciplinary approach combining archaeology, archaeometry and epigraphy, 
MATEGEE examines the technical, economic and social factors that shaped the producton and 
circulaton of transport amphorae. The project focuses on seven major Aegean producton 
centres—Thasos, Lesbos, Chios, Samos, Cos, Cnidus and Rhodes—between the 4th century 
BC and the 3rd century AD.

Its research addresses two principal questons: the reconstructon of amphora-manufacturing 
processes through the characterisaton of raw materials,  ceramic recipes and producton 
techniques; and the organisaton and locaton of workshops, including the respectve roles of 
geological resources and social, economic and insttutonal factors in shaping producton.

A central methodological component of MATEGEE has been the integraton of existng and 
newly generated archaeological  and archaeometric  datasets, alongside the digitsaton of 
major thin-secton reference collectons held by CEAlex, HeRMA and the Fitch Laboratory.

The  programme  has  also  developed  a  dedicated  online  research  platorm for  bringing 
together archaeological, petrographic, mineralogical, chemical and related documentaton. 
Partcular emphasis has been placed on the  organisaton, comparability, interoperability, 
disseminaton and reuse of research data, with the aim of facilitatng collaboraton between 
laboratories, archaeological projects and research traditons.

The Bordeaux conference will present key results of MATEGEE while opening discussion to a 
broader internatonal community. It seeks to explore how new analytcal methods, digital 
infrastructures and shared datasets  can contribute to  the study of  amphora producton, 
circulaton and use.



  

We  therefore  invite  papers  presentng  research  from  the  Aegean  and  the  wider 
Mediterranean,  as  well  as  relevant  comparatve contexts.  Contributons introducing  new 
datasets,  analytcal  approaches,  reference  collectons,  databases,  digital  tools  or 
methodological frameworks are partcularly welcome.

The conference aims to encourage discussion around a series of broader questons: How can 
archaeological and archaeometric datasets produced by diferent teams and laboratories be 
made more comparable? How can analytcal results be documented and structured so that 
they remain reusable? How can petrographic, chemical, typological, epigraphic and contextual 
data be connected? And how can digital  resources contribute to more collaboratve and 
transparent approaches to amphora research?

Conference Themes

1. Databases, reference collectons and digital resources

Contributons may address the constructon, documentaton,  interoperability,  integraton, 
visualisaton,  disseminaton  or  reuse  of  archaeological,  archaeometric  and  epigraphic 
datasets.

Topics may include:

 archaeological and archaeometric databases;
 digitsed thin-secton and ceramic reference collectons;
 data standards and metadata;
 interoperability and linked datasets;
 legacy data and data reuse;
 digital mapping and visualisaton;
 FAIR and open-data approaches;
 collaboratve digital research infrastructures.

2. Archaeometric characterisaton and manufacturing technologies

This theme encompasses research into the material and technological dimensions of amphora 
producton, including:

 provenance and raw-material studies;
 petrographic, mineralogical and chemical analyses;
 ceramic recipes and technological practces;
 chaîne opératoire approaches;
 workshop organisaton;
 identfcaton and diferentaton of producton centres;
 micro-regional variability;
 technological transfer, contnuity and innovaton.

Contributons integratng archaeological, archaeometric, geological, historical or epigraphic 
evidence are especially encouraged.



  

3. Amphora contents, uses and circulaton

Papers  may  explore  the  relatonship  between  containers,  commodites,  producton, 
consumpton and exchange through:

 archaeological and epigraphic evidence for amphora contents;
 organic residue and biomolecular analyses;
 relatonships between fabrics, forms and commodites;
 reuse and secondary use;
 producton and distributon paterns;
 circulaton and Mediterranean exchange networks.

Comparatve Perspectves

Although MATEGEE focuses on Aegean amphora producton in the Hellenistc and Roman 
periods, comparatve studies extending beyond the Aegean are strongly encouraged.

Research concerning other Mediterranean regions, neighbouring areas or other chronological 
periods is welcome where it  contributes to methodological  discussion or provides useful 
comparatve perspectves on ceramic producton, archaeometric characterisaton, digital data 
or exchange.

Partcipaton

The conference will combine invited contributons with papers selected through this Call for 
Papers.

Speakers will partcipate in person in Bordeaux.

Online access will be available, upon registraton, for audience members only.

The registraton fee is €80.

Registraton is free for students.

Submission of Proposals

Proposals should include:

 paper ttle;
 abstract of [300–400 words];
 author name(s) and insttutonal afliaton(s);
 contact details;
 up to fve keywords.

Proposals may be submited in English or French.



  

Submission deadline: 31 November 2026
Notfcaton of acceptance: 8 January 2027

Presentaton duraton: [20 minutes + 10 minutes discussion]
Submission: conference website (coming soon): htps://mategee.sciencesconf.org

Please indicate the conference theme to which your proposal is most closely related.

Organising Commitee

Nadia CANTIN
CEAlex and Archéosciences Bordeaux

Séverine LEMAÎTRE
HeRMA

Evangelia KIRIATZI
Fitch Laboratory

Camille FRUGIER
HeRMA

Mai ABDELGAWAD
CEAlex

Antoine BORDERIE
Archéosciences Bordeaux
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